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In this talk, John and Sarah will discuss how 
fostering student engagement is a central theme of 
the mathematics curriculum at Olin College of 
Engineering. From day one, interdisciplinary 
projects and collaborative teaming experiences help 
cultivate student ownership in learning.  Courses 
use increasing levels of autonomy in various ways 
to help keep motivation (and morale!) high.  While a 
major goal of our curriculum is to develop students’ 
project management skills alongside their 
quantitative analysis skills, we believe that nurturing 
an environment of joy and camaraderie inside our 
classrooms could be the most important ingredient 
for deep learning. 
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